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Rationale utilizes a logical structure with colour and images to provide 
the visual framework to build critical thinking and communication 
skills. 
 
There are two invaluable map formats for primary school students. These provide the tool for 
organizing information and structuring ideas and reasoning.  
 
1. GROUPING MAPS provide pupils a tool to gather, group and structure information and 
ideas. They are one step further from brainstorming because they show the relationship 
between categories and sub categories. 
2. REASONING MAPS scaffold the thinking process in a clear and logical manner. 

 
Higher level primary students can develop their communication and writing skills by using the 
Rationale ESSAY PLANNER. This provides a visual template with exported prose to assist with 
writing clear and reasoned paragraphs or short essays. 

 
This  guide will provide you with some Rationale examples to inspire your critical thinking 
classroom. We would love to hear how you go, you can contact us at education@austhink.com 
f you have any comments, questions or feedback. 
 

Rationale Overview 
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Grouping Maps 
Grouping maps categorize data into a logical structure.  This helps you sort your 
information and determine how different things are related to one another. 
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Apples

Jelly
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Mars Bar

REV milk

Carrots

PeasApples
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ApplesBananas

Dairy

Sweet Foods

Jelly

Cheddar
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Some more examples 

of grouping maps...
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Good

Great Terrific Wonderful Lovely Fantastic Splendid

Bad

Awful Horrid Atrocious Dreadful Beastly Horrible

Synonyms
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Add as many reasons or 

objections as you need 

to the map by dragging 

them from the Reasoning 

Tab in Rationale and 

dropping them where you 

need them.

Reasoning Maps 
Reasoning maps allow you to structure arguments for or against a position.  You can 
also use basis boxes to show different forms of evidence or sources of information. 
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Position

Everyone should 
eat breakfast.

Step 1

Using a 'position'box, 

type in the topic to be 

discussed.

because

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of the 
day.

Step 2

Ask pupils to think of 

a reason to support 

this position (claim).

Position

Everyone should 
eat breakfast.

Here is an example 

of how reasoning 

maps can be built.
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because

because

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of the 
day.

Breakfast provides 
you with the energy 
that the body needs 
to start the day  well.

Step 3

Now discuss as a group a 

reason to support the claim 

above.

Position

Everyone should 
eat breakfast.

but because

because

Sometimes you're 
not hungry at 
breakfast time.

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of the 
day.

Breakfast provides 
you with the energy 
that the body needs 
to start the day  well.

Step 4

Now discuss an 

objection to the 

position.

Position

Everyone should 
eat breakfast.
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but

however

because

because

Sometimes you're 
not hungry at 
breakfast time.

It's good for you 
even if you're 
not hungry.

Expert Opinion

Dr. G. Hall from the 
Institute of Healthy 
Eating, Australia

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of 
the day.

Breakfast provides 
you with the energy 
that the body needs 
to start the day  well.

Web

"Why Breafast?"
 by Sarah Lane

www.classbrain.comwww.classbrain.com

Step 6

Discuss where your 

evidence is from and use 

basis boxes to show your 

sources of information.

Everyone should 
eat breakfast.

but

however

because

because

Sometimes you're 
not hungry at 
breakfast time.

It's good for you 
even if you're 
not hungry.

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of the 
day.

Breakfast provides 
you with the energy 
that the body needs 
to start the day  well.

Step 5

Now add an objection to 

the objection. (This is 

called a rebuttal and the 

box will automatically 

change to orange when 

connected to an 

objection box.)
Everyone should 
eat breakfast.
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but

however

because

because

Sometimes you're 
not hungry at 
breakfast time.

It's good for you 
even if you're 
not hungry.

Expert Opinion

Dr. G. Hall from the 
Institute of Healthy 
Eating, Australia

Breakfast is the most 
important meal of the 
day.

Breakfast provides 
you with the energy 
that the body needs 
to start the day  well.

Web

"Why Breafast?"
 by Sarah Lane

www.classbrain.comwww.classbrain.com

Step 7

Evaluate the argument.  Start by discussing 

how reliable the evidence is and work your way 

up each branch of the map. Finally, decide 

whether you will accept or reject your position 

based on the evidence you have. Maybe you will  

decide that more evidence is needed before 

you accept or reject the position.
Everyone should 
eat breakfast.
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because

because

because

because

because

Water helps us 
digest food.

Water carries 
around digestive 
enzymes, which 
break down food.

Water is needed  to 
keep your body 
temperature constant.

Your body uses 
water when you 
sweat.

Water helps get 
rid of waste 
products.

We should drink 
lots of water.

Some more examples 

of reasoning maps...
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because

because because

because

because but

because

Fruit is good for 
your health.

Fruit has vitamins 
and minerals which 
are good for you.

Fruit is not 
fattening.

Fruit is expensive.

Bananas are $5 
each.

Not all fruit is 
expensive.

Oranges are $3 a 
bag

We should eat fruit 
everyday.
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because because because

because because

but

because because because

but

however

Logging companies 
are cutting down 
too many trees.

Web

31 million hectares is 
cut down each year 
according to the 

Worldwide 
Conservation Fund

www.conserveworld.orgwww.conserveworld.org

Quote

"Half to three quarters of 
the wold's rainforest is 
being cut down for 

paper", The Rainforest 
Report by Dr. Bob Trees

Animals die when 
the trees they live 
in are cut down.

We need the trees to 
take in carbon dioxide 
and give out oxygen.

We need oxygen to 
breathe.

We need to remove 
carbon dioxide to 
stop global warming.

The logging 
companies believe 
it is an important 
industry.

We use wood for 
many different 
purposes.

Example

Building houses, 
making paper

Logging 
provides many 
jobs.

Statistic

300,000 people are 
employed in 

Australian logging

Logging contributes 
a lot of money to 
the economy.

Statistic

Logging contributes 27 
million dollars to the 
Australian economy

We can 
replace the 
trees we cut 
down.

This won't 
replace old 
growth rainforest.

Rainforests should 
not be logged.
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because

because

because

because

but

however

it is necessary to 
get rid of plaque 
in your teeth

too much plaque 
can cause holes to 
appear in your teeth

brushing your teeth 
will give you fresh 
smelling breath

the minty smell of 
the toothpaste will 
hide the smell of 
bad breath

I have no time to 
brush my teeth

it only takes 3-4 
minutes to brush 
your teeth properly

You must brush 
your teeth every 
morning and 
evening

Essay Templates 
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[Typ
e yo

ur ti
tle h

ere]
 

  

[Typ
e yo

ur n
ame he

re] 

[Beg
in by

 givi
ng s

ome
 bac

kgro
und.

 Why
 are 

you 
discu

ssing
 this

 topi
c? D

oes i
t rel

ate t
o so

meo
ne e

lse's
 

discu
ssion

, for
 exa

mple
 a ne

wspa
per r

epor
t?]  

You
 mus

t bru
sh y

our t
eeth

 eve
ry m

orni
ng a

nd e
veni

ng. T
here

 are 
two 

main
 reas

ons 
supp

ortin
g thi

s 

posi
tion,

 and
 the 

main
 obje

ction
 to it

 can
 be r

ebut
ted. 

 
The 

first 
reaso

n is 
that 

it is 
nece

ssary
 to g

et rid
 of p

laqu
e in 

your
 teet

h, si
nce 

too m
uch 

plaq
ue c

an 

caus
e ho

les t
o ap

pear
 in y

our t
eeth

. [Yo
u ca

n pu
t a r

eleva
nt ex

amp
le or

 an e
xpla

natio
n of 

this 
here

, or 

prov
ide f

urth
er ev

iden
ce fo

r it. 
Do y

ou h
ave 

a so
urce

, refe
renc

e or 
a qu

ote y
ou c

an u
se?]

  

 
The 

seco
nd re

ason
 to th

ink t
hat Y

ou m
ust b

rush
 you

r tee
th ev

ery m
orni

ng a
nd e

veni
ng is

 that
 brus

hing
 

your
 teet

h wi
ll giv

e yo
u fre

sh sm
ellin

g bre
ath. 

This
 is b

ecau
se th

e mi
nty s

mell
 of t

he to
othp

aste 
will 

hide
 the 

smel
l of b

ad b
reath

. [Yo
u ca

n pu
t a r

eleva
nt ex

amp
le or

 an e
xpla

natio
n of 

this 
here

, or 
pro-

vide
 furt

her e
vide

nce 
for i

t. Do
 you

 hav
e a s

ourc
e, re

feren
ce o

r a q
uote

 you
 can

 use?
]  

 
On t

he o
ther 

hand
, a c

onsi
dera

tion 
agai

nst t
he id

ea th
at Y

ou m
ust b

rush
 you

r tee
th ev

ery m
orni

ng a
nd 

even
ing i

s tha
t I ha

ve n
o tim

e to 
brus

h my
 teet

h. [I
f you

 can
 thin

k of 
som

eone
 who

 has
 mad

e thi
s 

claim
 refe

r to 
him/

her. 
You 

may
 even

 pro
vide

 a qu
ote.]

 Thi
s ob

jecti
on is

 not 
conv

incin
g, ho

wev
er, 

beca
use i

t onl
y tak

es 3-
4 mi

nute
s to 

brus
h yo

ur te
eth p

rope
rly. [

You 
can 

put a
 rele

vant
 exa

mple
 or 

an e
xpla

natio
n of 

this 
here

, or 
prov

ide f
urth

er ev
iden

ce fo
r it. 

Do y
ou h

ave 
a so

urce
, refe

renc
e or 

a qu
ote y

ou c
an u

se?]
  

 
Base

d on
 this

 reas
onin

g it i
s cle

ar th
at Y

ou m
ust b

rush
 you

r tee
th ev

ery m
ornin

g an
d ev

enin
g. 

[Can
 you

 thin
k of 

any 
chan

ges i
n cir

cum
stan

ces t
hat w

ould
 mak

e yo
u rec

onsi
der y

our 
posi

tion?
 

Desc
ribe

 them
 and

 exp
lain 

why 
and 

how
 you

r po
sitio

n mi
ght c

hang
e.]  I have corrected spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

□ I have made sure that all my sentences make sense. 

□ I have checked with my teacher that this essay is appropriate for this subject. 

□ I have followed the relevant guidelines to complete my essay. 

□ I have typed my essay title and my name at the top of the page. 

□ I have fixed the formatting and deleted the guidance information.  (If you're 

working in  

 Microsoft Word, to restore everything to the normal font press Ctrl+A then 

Ctrl+Spacebar  

 on your keyboard.) 
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but

however

because

because because

because because

because

Objection

it would cost the 
Gorvernment a lot of 
money

Rebuttal

spending that 
money is good for 
everyone's future

Reason 1

there isn't enough 
public transport.

Support for 
Reason 1

many buses and 
trains are 
overcrowded

Support for 
Reason 1

there are places 
with no access to 
public transport

Reason 2

there are too many 
cars on the road

Reason 3

it would be better for 
the environment

Support for 
Reason 3

public transport 
produces less 
polution than cars

Position

There should be more 
public transport
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Just for Fun!! 
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They share similar 
physical features

Both Ron and 
Dumbledore are 
auburn-haired, tall, 
thin and long-nosed

Dumbledore has a 
scar above his left 
knee while Ron 
sustained a serious 
injury to his left leg

Dumbledore knows 
things that only 
Ron, Hermione or 
Harry should know

Both have a great 
love for sweets

Ron is always 
eating sweets 
while Dumbledore 
uses the names of 
sweets as 
passwords

They appear at 
the same time

Dumbledore and 
Ron are magical 
wizards who can 
do anything

Dumbledore is 
Ron Weasley
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because

because because

but

because however

Bollywood films 
are fun to watch

They have singing, 
dancing and bright 
costumes

They have good 
looking actors

They're too long

Most Bollywood 
films are over 3 
hours

They're not too 
long if they are 
entertaining

Bollywood films are great
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The Critical Thinking Process 
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because

because

because

because

but

however

Windfarms are more 
environmentally 
friendly than coal, oil 
and gas alternatives

Windfarms do not 
add to greenhouse 
gases

Windfarms do not 
disturb wildlife

Environmental audits 
have shown the liklihood 
of wildlife being injured 
by windfarms is rare

Coal, oil & gas are 
less expensive 
sources of energy 
than wind power

Wind power will be a 
cheaper energy source 
once the infrastructure 
is in place

Windfarms are the 
power solution for 
the twenty first 
century
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[Type your title here] 
  

[Type your name here] 
[Begin by giving some background. Why are you discussing this topic? Does it relate to someone else's discussion, for example a news-

paper report?]  

Windfarms are the solution for the twenty first century. There are two main reasons supporting this position, and the main objection to it 

can be rebutted. 

 

The first reason is that windfarms are more environmentally friendly than coal, oil and gas alternatives, since windfarms do not add to 

green house gases. [You can put a relevant example or an explanation of this here, or provide further evidence for it. Do you have a 

source, reference or a quote you can use?]  

 

The second reason to think that windfarms are the solution for the twenty first century is that Windfarms do not disturb wildlife. This is 

because Environmental audits have shown that the likelihood of wildlife being injured by wind farms is rare. [You can put a relevant 

example or an explanation of this here, or provide further evidence for it. Do you have a source, reference or a quote you can use?]  

 

On the other hand, a consideration against the idea that Windfarms are the solution for the twenty first century is that Coal, oil & gas are 

less expensive sources of energy than wind power. [If you can think of someone who has made this claim refer to him/her. You may 

even provide a quote.] This objection is not convincing, however, because Wind power will be a cheaper energy source once the infra-

structure is in place. [You can put a relevant example or an explanation of this here, or provide further evidence for it. Do you have a 

source, reference or a quote you can use?]  

 

Based on this reasoning it is clear that Windfarms are the solution for the twenty first century. [Can you think of any changes in circum-

stances that would make you reconsider your position? Describe them and explain why and how your position might change.]  

 

 

□ I have corrected spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

□ I have made sure that all my sentences make sense. 

□ I have checked with my teacher that this essay is appropriate for this subject. 

□ I have followed the relevant guidelines to complete my essay. 

□ I have typed my essay title and my name at the top of the page. 

□ I have fixed the formatting and deleted the guidance information.  (If you're working in  

 Microsoft Word, to restore everything to the normal font press Ctrl+A then Ctrl+Spacebar  

 on your keyboard.) 
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